Fr. Ryan Presents A ‘State of The Union’ Address

It is the 16™ Sunday after Pentecost Sept. 23", 2001 and Fr. Ryan has been with our

community for a year. Father for his sermon recaps the year in what he terms as a
‘State of The Union Address’.

I will let Father tell it in his own words:

“When I came to you last Sept. we were known as Divine Mercy Community now as
of Jan. we are known as Divine Mercy Quasi Parish. I must say that’s quite an
achievement to obtain that kind of Canonical recognition and stability in such a short
time is quite remarkable.

World-wide there are very few Quasi Parishes and to my understanding they are all
in North America and the Fraternity is very fortunate to be involved in their
administration. Not only has it been involved in their administration but also in their
establishment as Parishes and Quasi Parishes with the exception however of this
Apostolate. The Fraternity was not at all involved in the establishment of this
Community as a Quasi Parish; it was just here as it happened and this is a credit both
to your good will and that of the Archbishop’s.

Because we are a Quasi Parish we shouldn’t belittle what we have despite the fact
that we don’t have a Church building. Other traditional apostolates in N.A. may have
their own building but they do not have the kind of status we enjoy.

This year has been basically a year of probation of the Fraternity in the Archdiocese
and in this regard I believe it has been very successful.

One of the unique things about this diocese has to do with the fact that there is support
from many in the Clergy here for what the Fraternity does and what we are at Divine
Mercy. There are many Priests in the Archdiocese who love the Old Mass and would
say it exclusively if they had the chance. Please appreciate how unusual it is to have
that kind of support.

Furthermore, of those who were opposed to us I think over the last year there has
been a softening of hearts.

I think that because the Fraternity and parishioners of Divine Mercy have tried to be
affable to all the clergy in the diocese we have lessened opposition to what we do.



The Archdiocese deeply appreciates the greater calm that now presides in the
Community which again is a result of a greater stability that has been given us since
the beginning of the year, and because of this greater calm and peace in our
community we can better go about the quiet business of the sanctification of our souls
and that’s all we need to do.

We need to have that trustful surrender to Divine Providence which is no way a kind
of indifferent quietism whereby we accept whatever comes our way because we
believe we have no positive input or co-operation with the plan of God. No the
Providence of God always includes our co-operation with His Grace. That work of
co-operation with His Grace is principally the work of our personal sanctification. So
although we may worry about eventually getting our own building or about getting a
better Mass time and even a second Mass, if we go about the business of sanctifying
ourselves by means of the wonderful rite we have been given, all these secondary
issues will be taken care of in their time.

In patientia vestra possidebitis animas vestras in your patience as Sacred Scripture
says you will possess your soul. We need to continue to grow as we have in the virtue
of patience. Through this virtue we come into possession of ourselves and that
important because nobody gives what he doesn’t have.

If the goal of life is to give ourselves to God then one must first be in possession of
himself in order to give what he owns. Patience allows us to come into full possession
of ourselves and that allows us to give ourselves to God and it is through this same
patience that we will one day obtain all that we aspire for our community.



